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of attention to the methods of further consolidating the Soviet state. During
the whole period of the revolution he had worked hard to cement the friend-
ship of the different nationalities in the Land of Soviets and had personally
directed the work of building up the national Soviet Republics. The defence
of the country, the building of socialist society, and the economic and cultural
development of all the Soviet nationalities urgently called for the further
consolidation of the union of the nations inhabiting the Land of Soviet.
This brought up the question of uniting the different Soviet Republics more
closely in a single union of states. In his greetings to the All-Ukrainian
Congress of Soviets of December 10, 19223 Lenin said that one of the most
important questions of the day was that of uniting the Soviet Republics* and
that "the proper solution of this problem will determine the future organic-
tion of our machinery of state."*

At the -end of December 1922, the Tenth All-Russian Congress of Soviet
and the First AH-Union Congress of Soviets adopted the historic decision*
proposed by Lenin and Stalin, that the nations inhabiting the Land of
Soviets should voluntarily unite in a Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

Lenin did not attend these congresses. He intended to speak at the
Tenth All-Russian Congress of Soviets and wrote the outline of the report
he intended to deliver on the activities of the government, but once again his
health took a turn for the worse. On December I23 1922,, he attended Ms
office in the Kremlin for the last time,

The entries in his secretary's office diary for that day are as follows:
"Lenin arrived from Gorki in the morning of December 12, and entered his
office at 11.15 a-m- He stayed there a little while and retired to his apart-
ment. He returned at noon and received Tsurupa3 who stayed with him
for two hours. . He left his office at 2 p.m., but did not leave any instructions
for the evening. Evening: Vladimir Hyich came to his office at 5.30 p jn.
Dzerzhinsky arrived at 6.45 p.m. At 7.45 p.m. an official of the People's
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs visited him. Vladimir Hyich went home
at 8.15 p.m."

Ill-health in no way weakened Lenin's will power, Ms energy, or Ms
insatiable avidity for work. He was deeply interested in a number of
problems. On December 13, he dictated a letter to Stalin to be read at the
nest meeting of the Central Committee of the Party in wMch he strongly
insisted on the preservation of the state monopoly of foreign trade and
strongly censured Bukharin3 who was advocating the abandonment of this
monopoly, as a champion of the interests of the profiteers, of the Nepmen
(private traders) and kulaks.

The meeting of the Central Committee, at wMch Stalin presided, adopted
a decision in conformity with Lenin's views and vigorously repelled the
attempt to change the Soviet Government's foreign trade policy.

In view of Lenin's declining health the doctors prescribed complete rest,
For two or three days before leaving Moscow Lenin received his colleagues
in Ms apartment in the Kremlin, dictated letters^ issued instructioris and
gave directions where certain books were to be sent. Lenin _was very
reluctant to talk about his ill-health and hardly ever complained, TMs
time, however, he said he felt worse and spent a sleepless night,

Lenin realized that Ms condition was grave and on December 15, lie
wrote to Stalin: "I have wound up my affairs and can leave with a quiet
mind. . . . There Is only one thin**1 that disturbs me verv much* and that